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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 15th May 2017 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex-officio), Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman),  
                        S Berlyn (ex officio), C Baker, G Chapman, A Keeler, J Steele, J Thombs 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
1.  Election of Chairman for 2017/18 
Cllr Berlyn proposed Cllr Mrs Chapman.  This was seconded by Cllr Steele.  No other 
nominations were received and Cllr Mrs Chapman was elected unopposed.  
RESOLVED:  that Cllr Mrs Chapman be elected Chairman of the Environment 
Committee for the municipal year 2017/18.   
 
2.  Election of Vice Chairman for 2017/18 
Cllr Mrs Chapman proposed Cllr Mrs Hallett.  This was seconded by Cllr Berlyn.  No 
other nominations were received and Cllr Mrs Hallett was elected unopposed.  
RESOLVED:  that Cllr Mrs Hallett be elected Vice Chairman of the Environment 
Committee for the municipal year 2017/18  
 
3.  Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence.   
 
4  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of 
the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  Unforeseen interests must 
be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
5  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
There were no members of the public present.  
 
6 Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2017 be approved and 
signed as a correct record.  
 
7  Footpaths  
7.1  Footpath Officer Reports  
The reports were circulated.  The issues raised would all be reported to ECC.  Members 
discussed the report from the east side of the village.  Cllr Keeler had looked at the 
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possibility of putting in a footpath or footway to link bridleway 44 to Chalk Bridge in the 
past and felt that it would not be suitable due to the ditch and available space.  He felt 
the three footpaths (42, 44 and 55) were not well used and should be monitored to 
ensure they are in reasonable condition.   
 
The report also noted that the mountain bike area of Danbury Common was becoming 
despoiled through heavy use and that there were no longer any safety signs in situ 
(around bridleways 31, 32 and 49).  Further signs were needed to warn walkers about 
bikes.  It was not felt appropriate to ask for the area to be moved as this would ruin 
further areas of the Common.  Members were aware that there had been a Cyclist 
Liaison Group in the past but were not sure if this was still in place.  The Assistant Clerk 
would ask if more warning signs could be put up in the area and if the bike area was 
being extended out of the original area allocated.   
 
Cllr Chapman then explained the items on his report from the west side of the village.  
All these items would be reported to ECC via the online tool and the PRoW was happy 
to meet to look at the issues.  One additional item was that on Footpath 16 there was no 
‘no cycling’ sign on the fingerpost.  Cllr Chapman would add one to the post.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk  
a)  requested that the National Trust survey the mountain bike area and replace the 
missing safety signs.   
b)  reported the additional PRoW items to ECC.   
7.2  Improvement of route from Danbury Common to Danbury Lakes  
The National Trust was happy for the route between footpath 17 and Woodhill Road to 
be a permissive path.  Members were concerned that there may be danger to the public 
if they were to cross where the permissive path ends at Woodhill Road.  Ideally, there 
should be a path that continues along Woodhill Road to enable pedestrians to cross into 
the Lakes car park.  An unofficial path had been worn along Woodhill Road towards the 
Lakes.  Members felt that a warning sign regarding traffic would be useful here (similar 
to the one on Footpath 51) and the permissive path would require signing at both ends.   
RESOLVED:  the Assistant Clerk would contact the NT to ask about signs for the 
permissive path.   
7.3  Footpath maps 
The resident of the Danbury Palace Gate House had offered to take a dispenser to fit to 
her fence at the front of her property.  Cllrs Steele and Chapman had been regularly 
filling up the dispensers.  The Assistant Clerk would check how many leaflets and maps 
were left.  A reprint may be required in the near future.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk checked how many leaflets and maps were left.   
 
8  Transportation 
8.1  Bus Transportation  
The next meetings would be held 12th June (Maldon) and 19th June (Chelmsford) and 
the agenda was circulated.  The Transport Rep would be attending.    
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
8.2  Bus Shelters 
The Groundsman had agreed to paint the seats in the bus shelters along with the 
benches during the Spring/Summer with the assistance of Reparation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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9  Highway Matters  
9.1  Entrance/Exit from the Library onto Main Road 
A letter had been received from the CEO of the Chelmsford Co-op.  The give way sign 
had been installed and a give way line painted at the entrance to the library car park.  
Members were pleased to see these improvements had been made.  The Assistant 
Clerk was asked to write and thank the CEO of the Chelmsford Co-op for his 
assistance.   
RESOLVED:  that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Wood, CEO Chelmsford Co-op.   
9.2  Parking at St Johns School 
There had been no further response from SEPP or Essex Police.  There was a new 
scheme in place (3PR).  The Assistant Clerk had asked if either of the Danbury Schools 
were engaging with this but no response had been received yet.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
9.3  Parking on Green Spaces/Verges  
Cllr G Chapman had requested that this item be included on the agenda.  He had seen 
signs on other village greens/ verges stating that parking was prohibited and thought 
this could help with parking issues in Danbury i.e. at Elm Green and the verge opposite 
the Village Hall.  Members felt that this could fit in with the posts being considered for 
Elm Green.  The Clerk was currently looking at the costs and legality of putting them in.  
Members agreed for the Assistant Clerk to look into this further and see what the 
possible costs would be for a similar sign.  If the signs were put on ECC land they would 
have to give permission for this.  Members felt that ECC should be enforcing the issues 
with parking on the verges.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk 
a) investigated costs for ‘parking prohibited’ signs for village greens 
b) contacted ECC to see if they would give permission for these signs in principle 
c) reported the unauthorised verge parking to ECC and request that they carry out 
enforcement in these areas.   
9.4  Fence along Woodhill Road  
A response from the Country Park Ranger regarding the fence posts was circulated.  
The Country Park did not have the budget to remove the posts.  Members agreed that 
this was not a Parish Council responsibility and, in any case, the Parish Council did not 
have a budget for this work either.  The Assistant Clerk was asked to write back to the 
Country Park to advise this and reiterate their concerns regarding health and safety at 
this location should an accident occur.   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council does not have responsibility or a budget to 
remove the fence posts and it would remain the responsibility of ECC and the Country 
Park.   
9.5  Verge o/s 93 Main Rd Bollards becoming loose due to cars on verge 
The resident who had reported the original issue would be prepared to take 
photographs to evidence this issue in the future although none had been received at 
present.  The business was running from a head office in Maldon.  Cllr Steele had taken 
a photo of a car parked on the verge.  There were also cars parked on the footway 
further along Main Road.  Members felt that this was the responsibility of SEPP to 
enforce and the Assistant Clerk was asked to forward the photos and information to the 
SEPP and ask for them to enforce the parking issues on the verge.   
RESOLVED:  to send the photographs to SEPP to ask for them to enforce the parking 
issues on the verge.   
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9.6  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below have been reported and updates requested.  Issues had been taken off the list where they have not met ECC criteria 
at present and will be monitored.   
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Ref No Outcome 

Footpath Reports:       

St Cleres 
Way 

Concrete posts are leaning 
over causing a hazard 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330013 
2429631 

To be removed from agenda 12/5/17 The PRoW had advised that 
ECC considered did not consider the posts to be a hazard as they 
would not fall over and were not an obstruction.  NFA until monies 
were available.  04/5/17- PRoW contacted for update. 02/03/17 
The new PRoW Officer would inspect and chase up.  9/1/17 
awaiting update from new PRoW Officer.  21/6/16 still being 
investigated. 28/10/15 to be inspected. further photos sent - new 
ref 2429631. 14/09/15 The Assistant Clerk would take 
photographs and send again.  Posts were leaning further over.  
11/9/15 rang ECC have asked for Prow to contact with update. 
25/8/15 more information req. 6/8/15 owner disputing ownership 
of posts. 15/5/15 no prow officer for Danbury yet.  Still waiting for 
updates.  10/2/15 Owner has been contacted in regard to removal 
of posts.  26/06/14 ECC to contact owner to request removal. 
23/05/14 to be visited and assessed.   

Footpath 15 
towards 
junction with 
footpath 12 

Footpath 15: Footpath Map 
section 2F. From 'The 
Ridge' towards the junction 
with FP12 a sloping section 
of FP15 has become 
extremely water logged and 
therefore slippery 
underfoot. There is a 
stream nearby which may 
be contributing towards the 
water logging.   

ECC 11/01/2017 2503850  04/05/17 no updates.  Inspected by GC and LM.   reported by GC 
Footpath Officer 
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Footpath 42 
/ Slough 
Road 

Hedge blocking correct 
access to path/no footpath 
sign 

ECC 07/03/2017 2507870 Does not require immediate action / to be monitored. reported by 
Footpath Officer AM 

Other Highway Issues:      

Footpath 25 Blocked ditch Southern end 
of Ludgores Lane/junc with 
Pump Lane 

ECC 08/07/2016 2475675 15/5/17 No updates 13/3/17 No updates yet. 17/1/17 Update from 
JS:  ECC have sent me a copy of the Title deeds and plan for 
supposedly adjoining property without commentary. The Title plan 
is dated 1987 based on a 1966 OS map.  My interpretation of this 
plan is different to what was mooted at the meeting in December  
and, currently,  I am researching and composing a reply. 12/12/16 
ECC say it is NT responsibility but not NT land on map.  ECC to 
check relevant documents to determine responsibility.  17/11/16 
inspection now carried out. 21/10/16 to be inspected.  reported by 
resident.  

Ludgores 
Lane/ 
Sporhams 
Lane 

Drainage issue ECC 13/06/2016 2468999 15/5/17 No updates.  13/3/17 no updates. Next road check due 
Dec 16. Resident has been dealing with ECC regarding the road 
which has sunk (Sporhams Lane).  ECC have confirmed that work 
will be carried out but no date as yet.  Resident will chase.  

Penny 
Royal Road/ 
Bicknacre 
Road 

No drainage ECC 08/07/2016 2475569 15/5/17 No updates 13/3/17  JS advised that Natural England had 
objected to drainage channels to SSSI– reasons unknown.  
French drain being considered.  17/1/17 Update from JS: ECC 
have consulted locally with NT who have not objected to 
channel(s) being dug to drain the road into the Common but have 
referred ECC to higher management. Also "Rural England" (I think 
they mean Natural England) have to be consulted to ensure no 
rare plants will be adversely affected. Some work on trying to stop 
water from the Armoury car park draining into the top of Horne 
Row has been done. 12/12/16 JS met with ECC on site to discuss 
options.  Options were discussed for reducing water flow down 
Horne Row.  ECC will be approaching NT to agree channels off 
the road opposite Armory car park.  JS Chasing. 23/8/16 ECC 
shows enquiry as concluded. reported by JS and requested for a 
cut off drain to be installed.  

 



 

6 
 

Cllr Steele reported that the flattened sign at Bicknacre Road (south before junction 
with Common) had been reported again and a new reference number of 2516304 had 
been given.   
 
Cllr Berlyn reported that the hedges of two properties adjacent to the Vets on Main 
Road were overgrowing onto the footway and there was not enough room for two to 
pass.  The hedge was quite wide and could be cut back two to three feet on the 
footway side to increase the width of footway.  Cllr Berlyn asked for this to be copied 
to County Cllr Spence.  The surface water drain adjacent is also full of silt to the top.   
 
A hedge at Purleigh (corner of Woodhill Road/Penny Royal Road) was also overgrown 
onto the footway and requires a reduction.   
RESOLVED:  that the above issues would be reported to ECC for action.   
 
10  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP)  
10.1  Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting held on 14th March were circulated along with the 
reports (relevant to Danbury) that were circulated with that agenda.  The next meeting 
was due to be held in June (date TBC).   
10.2  Parish Representation on LHP 
City Cllr Shepherd had advised that as it was likely that a new Chairman of the LHP 
would be in place after the County Elections, the new Chair would consider the 
request for a representative to observe the meetings at that time.   
10.3  Reduction of Speed Limit in Woodhill Road/Bicknacre Road  
The residents who had raised the original request had submitted an email to John 
Whittingdale MP.  County Cllr Spence had also responded and all documents were 
circulated.  Cllr Thombs advised that he was aware of two serious accidents near to 
this area.  Member agreed that this item should be taken off of the agenda and 
revisited if required in the future as it was unlikely that ECC would reconsider the 
speed reduction at present.   
10.4  Highway Ranger Service 
A new system to for Parish Councils to request Highway Ranger work was in place.  A 
guide was circulated outlining the type of work that they could undertake.   
RESOLVED:  that the information in items 10.1 to 10.4 be noted and items 10.3 
removed from the agenda.   
 
11  Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
Updates had been received from the LHP Liaison Officer as follows (items a to c) 
11.1 Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road 
On the Potential Schemes List at the March 2017 Panel meeting under Walking the 
recommendation was for a feasibility study into the provision of a footway/walkable 
verge (to include a pedestrian usage survey) at £3,000.  This study was awaiting a 
funding recommendation from the Panel.   
11.2  One Way System to exit The Heights 
The Panel had recommended funding towards the feasibility study into a one-way 
system and the study was a scheme for delivery in 2017/18.  Currently the Design 
Team were programming the schemes for 2017/18 and by the June 2017 Panel 
meeting it was expected to have a fully populated Approved Works Programme for 
2017/18. 
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11.3  New Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road 
Whilst the Panel had recommended funding towards the footway it did not make it a 
priority scheme for 2017/18 and as such will be a scheme for delivery in 2018/19.  
Members noted this had now been listed at a walkable verge/footway.   
11.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
No further updates from City Cllr Ambor who was trying to progress this.  Cllr Baker 
advised there had been some Highways activity in the Close recently and he would 
check to see if any work had been carried out.   
11.5  Additional Bollards at junction of The Avenue & Maldon Rd  
This had been recently submitted to the LHP to prevent footway parking and had the 
support of County Cllr Spence.   
RESOLVED:  that the information in 11.1 to 11.5 be noted.  
 
12  Quarries 
12.1  St Cleres Hall:  Nothing to report 
12.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  Nothing to report.  
12.3  Sandon Quarry:  Nothing to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information in 12.1 to 12.3 be noted.  
 
13  Living Landscapes  
The agenda for the meeting held on 12th May was circulated.  The Tree Warden, Mrs 
Irene Guidotti had attended the meeting with Cllr Mrs Hallett.  Volunteers had been 
surveying at various areas in the village to see where there were gaps that required 
planting.  Cllr Mrs Hallett advised that Little Baddow had completed their surveys.  The 
other parishes in the Living Landscapes meeting had not yet started.  Cllr Mrs Hallett 
would collate all the Danbury information for EWT.  Once completed, representatives 
from EWT would like to meet with the volunteers to talk through the suggested areas 
for planting.  EWT would then look at the feasibility of the suggestions and inspect the 
areas further.  The owners of Brocks Farm were very keen to work with EWT and had 
already carried out planting of a small wood.  EWT were aware of issues of watering 
any new planting and would try to get a commitment from the landowners to help with 
this.  It was not worth planting wildflowers on verges if they were mown or trodden 
down.   
 
EWT were also doing a butterfly survey by issuing a chart showing different species 
for people to note the ones they saw locally.  The Parish Council could help to 
advertise and distribute these.  Other suggestions were to send them out to schools, 
open gardens, scouts etc.  There would be a butterfly talk and wildlife walk in the 
summer (dates TBC) which could also be publicised.   
 
Cllr Mrs Hallett felt that the group were now making good progress although she 
advised EWT were still undergoing some reorganisation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
14  Project Danbury  
The two signs for the flowerbed should arrive shortly.  Two planters had been created 
at the door to the Parish Office.  The flowerbed continued to be maintained although 
there had been an issue with the daffodils being mown down too early.  There might 
be some issues with watering if the weather remains dry.  Cllr Baker was disappointed 
that no Danbury business had come forward to offer sponsorship.   
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The Assistant Clerk was asked to find out what was happening with the Tesco garage 
and the offer of planters as the refurbishment had not yet taken place.  Mulching had 
taken place to trees on Runsell Green and Copt Hill and had improved the look of the 
trees.  There were concerns that the trees still required watering and the Assistant 
Clerk would advertise for volunteers living nearby to help with this.  A list of trees that 
had been mulched would be in the recent tree report.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk 
a) requested an update on the Tesco Garage planters 
b) advertised for volunteers to help with tree watering.  
 
15.  National Trust 
15.1  NT Land in Danbury  
The New Local Plan Working Group had raised the issue of NT land and their 
forthcoming plans.  Cllr Steele advised that the Conservation Area does not include all 
of the National Trust land and wondered if this could be extended.  This would mean 
the NT would need to get Conservation Area consent if they were to carry out work on 
their land.  This could also be a issue considered by the Neighbourhood Plan Group.  
Cllr Steele had had comments from residents concerned about the logging of the trees 
at Backwarden where it was being returned to heathland.   
 
The Assistant Clerk was asked to find out if there was any planning legislation specific 
to the National Trust.  The map included with CCC’s New Local Plan consultation 
showed the extent of NT land in Danbury.  In order to expand the Conservation Area 
there would need to be evidence, appraisals and consultations.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts CCC to find out if there were any 
specific planning rules for NT land.    
15.2  Parking Issues at Copt Hill  
An email was circulated regarding parking issues at Copt Hill.  The NT would contact 
the resident who was experiencing problems with cyclists parking across her 
driveway.  The NT would also see if they could refresh their signs.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
16  Matters for Report (for information only) 
A representative of Chelmsford Community Transport had asked if they could attend a 
meeting.  Dates of future Environment Meetings had been given but no confirmation 
had been received of which date was preferred.   
 
Chelmsford City Council were running a Best Kept Street Competition.  Details were 
circulated to those present to forward to any interested groups/individuals.   
 
17  Dates of Meetings for 2017 
10th July, 2nd October, 4th December.   
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.   

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


